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Giraavaru and its people

Giraavaru is a small island in Male’ Atoll. It was said that Giraavaru was given that name due to
the island’s constant erosion. When a large portion of this small island was lost due to erosion,
the government decided to evacuate the island. The evacuation which began on 14™ March 1968
was completed on 11™ May of the same year. The inhabitants of Giraavaru were settled down in
Hulhule. Hulhule was an inhabited island then. We now have the Male’ International Airport in
that island. The people of Giraavaru stayed in Hulhule for about 10 years. As the government
wanted to enlarge the airport in Hulhule, the people of Giraavaru (together with the other
inhabitants of Hulhule) were transferred to Male’. This happened in 1978. From then on, the
people of Giraavaru have been living in Male’. Now Giraavaru is a resort island.
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